"Rttty from Goo”

Corey Tackel!

Are you running from God? There are many times in our lives when we find
ourselves doing just that. Maybe we don’t even notice in the moment, but our boots
are still pointed in the opposite direction. In John 12:26 Jesus said His servants must
follow Him and we know that having accepted salvation we have become servants to
the Lord. (Il Cor. 6:4) Yet still, in times that our hand should be on the plow, we have
walked out of the fields. Is it possible that we have become prodigal children? Is it
possible we have run away from the mission that God has given us, especially in this
last year?

| want us to consider maybe the most famous man that ran from God. The
Bible mentions many prophets, yet only one has become known to us as the
reluctant prophet. | want us to consider Jonah. Jonah was called to go and preach in
Jonah 1:1. Like Jonah we are called to go and preach as well. (Matt. 28:19) Jonah
ran the other way in Jonah 1:3, and | fear many of us have done just that in this last
year; myself included. Maybe our reasonings are different than Jonah’s, but the result
has been the same. We’ve begun running from God.

It didn’t take Jonah very long to face the consequences of his actions. In fact,
the remainder of Jonah 1 is going to illustrate those consequences. V.4 a tempest
rises up against Jonah. V.15 Jonah is thrown from the boat into the sea. V.17 Jonah
is swallowed by a giant fish. Now | don’t believe God is going to prepare a great fish
as He did with Jonah, but if we run from the task He has given us we better be
prepared for the consequences that follow.

Thankfully the book of Jonah is a book of repentance and that’s exactly what
we see in Jonah 2. After being swallowed by the great fish, Jonah cried out to the
Lord. (Jonah 2:2) The verses that follow show a realization of the severity of his
situation, a remorse for his actions, and a repentance to turn back to the Lord. Thus,
God saved Jonah. (Jonah 2:10)

The last chapter shows the success that Jonah had in his ministry. (Jonah 3:5-
10) Imagine the impact we can have with the help of God? In fact, that’s what Paul,
through inspiration of the Spirit, writes about in | Corinthians 3:5-8. We are able to
achieve the mission that God has given us no matter the circumstance of the world.
There will most certainly be times where it is more difficult than others, but when
those times rise as they did this past year we must not run from God.

It is time that we turn around. It is time that we put our hand to the plow and
not look back. (Lk. 9:62) It is time that we get back to work for the Lord. There have
been many challenges that we’ve had to face, many hindrances, and there are yet
more to come, but we must not run from the job that is before us. So, are you
running from God? If you are, my prayer is that you turn around. My prayer is that
the church gets back to work seeking and saving the lost.

KOUNTZE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

«

But the hour is coming, and

IS now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Qth

Father in spirit and truth...”

Totpr 422

Wiecting Times

Sunday Bible Class - 9:30 409.246.3872
kcofc@yahoo.com
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Todny’s [essons

AM In Spirit and Truth
P . e e ena e A Divided Nation
Wien To Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS. ...t eeeaas Bud Wolcott
Song Leader......coviiiiiiiiiii e Sterling McDonald

Opening Prayer......ccvceiiiiiiiiiieecciee e
Communion Leader.......ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieea Steve Deatrick
SEIMON. . Corey Tackett

Closing Prayer.....cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiccc e,

Arvouncerents: avd| tpeowing Sverts

- Today is Mother’s Day!

- Please keep Shawn Gunter in your prayers.

- If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please
let us know.

May 9t - Mother’s Day
May 15t - Camp Red Oak Lunch

Sunday AM
Sunday PM

Wednesday PM
Contribution

Birlhdnys:

| TR Brady Scoggins

< J Linda Bumstead

1T, Michaela Landis

13, Zachary Scoggins

18, Ray Tyrone
25 i, Inez Estepp
Anviversaries

25 i Ed & Linda

You are Welcome and wanted. We
are glad you made the decision to
be with us.
If you have any questions or needs,
please reach out to any of our
members and we’ll be more than

happy to help you.
If you’re looking for a Church
home, we’d love the opportunity
to study with you and have
you join our
congregation’s
family.
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Wiembers:

- Dwayne Baker

- Ed & Linda Bumstead
- Fred Johnson

- Vera Shavers

- Gaylon & Gladys Williams

Tamily and] Friends:

- Tony Wright & Charles Wright

- Gary Berry
- Mandy Owens
- Jeanie Beck

- Jeff Balance

- Shawn Gunter




