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Psalm 51

In this well-known psalm of repentance, David comes clean before God concerning his sin with
Bathsheba and his having Uriah killed (read 2 Samuel 11 & 12). The words of David are especially
appropriate from another occasion: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in
spirit” (). Few passages anywhere in the Bible resonate with such truth and emotion
regarding confession of sin. This psalm deals with 12 words that will change anyone’s life. Psalm

51 deals with a king on his knees.

Psalm 51 Deals With 3 Words About Sin. The 3 words are found in the first two verses:
“transgressions,” “iniquity,” and “sin.” Each word speaks volumes about the nature of sin as
transgressing God’s law, as overt wickedness and as missing the mark and falling short of God’s glory.

We cannot take sin lightly and love God greatly! And we also must realize that ultimately — ALL SIN IS

AGAINST GOD! (Psalm 51:4).

Psalm 51 Deals With 3 Words About What We Really Need When We Sin. The 3 words,
found in verse one in the ESV, are “Have mercy” or “be gracious,” “steadfast love” or “lovingkindness”
and “abundant mercy.” Grace is unmerited and is not only undeserved; it is ill deserved because of sin.
Steadfast love is not given due to our worthiness, but despite David’s (and our) unworthiness.
Abundant, overflowing mercy is desperately needed because, like David, we too are guilty and stand
condemned (Romans 3:10). These words take on even greater meaning as we contemplate the Source
of grace, loving kindness and abundant mercy — God Himself (cf. \Ephesians 2:4-7).

Psalm 51 Deals With 3 Words About What is Desired from God. The expressions are “blot
out” (vs. 1)’ “wash me thoroughly” and “cleanse me” (vs. 2). What beautiful ways to speak of the need
for forgiveness! Sin is a stain that needs to be blotted out, defilement from which to be thoroughly
washed and filth from which to be cleansed. No amount of self-effort can cleanse sin.

Psalm 51 Deals With 3 Words That are Pleas of Genuine Repentance. Note the expressions
in verses 10-12. They are “create in me a clean heart” and “renew a right spirit within me” (10), “cast
me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me” (11), and “restore to me the
joy of your salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit” (12). These expressions powerfully convey that
sin requires the most radical form of surgery, that iniquity can lead to the loss of God’s presence in
one’s life and that the only lasting joy comes from God and His salvation (cf. ‘Hebrews 11:25\).

When David penned these words, the Old Testament was far from being completed and the New
Testament not even begun, but oh, the view he has of God! David trusts in God, on the basis of His very
character, to do something about the awfulness of sin and to provide full cleansing and forgiveness.
And as we consider the subject of sin and forgiveness in light of the whole of God’s inspired revelation,
all David longed for and more is found in 3 more words — salvation in Christ!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. . ettt Bud Wolcott
Song Leader......coviiiiiiiiiii e Sterling McDonald

Opening Prayer......ccvceiiiiiiiiiieecciee e
Communion Leader.......ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieea Steve Deatrick
SEIMON. . e Corey Tackett
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Please keep Shawn Gunter in your prayers.

- Please Keep Shelia Fitzgerald’s step-mother in your
prayers. She was diagnosed with bone cancer.

- If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please
let us know.

May 31st -
June 21st-26th -

Memorial Day
Camp Red Oak

Sunday AM
Sunday PM

Wednesday PM
Contribution

< J Linda Bumstead

1T, Michaela Landis

13, Zachary Scoggins

18, Ray Tyrone
25 i, Inez Estepp
Anviversaries

25 i, Ed & Linda

...... Brady Scoggins

You are Welcome and wanted. We
are glad you made the decision to
be with us.
If you have any questions or needs,
please reach out to any of our
members and we’ll be more than

happy to help you.
If you’re looking for a Church
home, we’d love the opportunity
to study with you and have
you join our
congregation’s
family.
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Wiembers:

Dwayne Baker

Ed & Linda Bumstead
Fred Johnson

Vera Shavers

Gaylon & Gladys Williams

Tamily ave| Triends:

Tony Wright & Charles Wright
Gary Berry

Mandy Owens

Jeanie Beck

Shawn Gunter




