Wi are we Trylg To Foace?”

Dot Tonkine

There were several times in Paul’s letters that he had to defend his apostleship and
authenticity. On one such occasion he wrote, “For am | now seeking the favor of men,
or of God? Or am | striving to please men? If | were still trying to please men, | would
not be a bondservant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10). This raises a good question for us. Who are
we trying to please? It is easy to see how this motivation could change the perspective
we have on so many things.

If we are living to please God, then our lives and thought processes would be oriented in
that direction. There would be several things that | would be putting first, no matter the
circumstances. | would be seeking what was best for the advancement and promotion of
the kingdom (Matt. 6:33). | would be seeking to establish God’s righteousness and not
my own (Matt. 6:33; Rom. 10:1-3). | would “keep seeking the things above” and “set
[my] mind” on those things (Col. 3:1-2). | would be thinking and pondering on those
things that have the highest moral value (Phil. 4:8). | would make every effort to be
pleasing to God. “Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent,
to be pleasing to Him” (2 Cor. 5:9).

By orienting my life in this way, God has made assurances to us. He has assured us that
He has our best interest at heart, not wanting any to perish (2 Pet. 3:9). He has proven
Himself over and over again to be faithful in His promises, even when mankind hasn’t
been (Heb. 10:23). He has shown us loving kindness that we do not deserve (Eph. 2:7).
He has forgiven us when we didn’t deserve it (1 John 1:9). He has given us grace
through His Son (2 Tim. 1:9). He even has promised us a reward after already doing so
much for us. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to
His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time” (1 Pet. 1:3-5).

If we are trying to please man, we would be given none of those assurances. By pleasing
man, | am not serving God. | am a slave to the whim and will of mankind. They can
promise me nothing that would be eternal. The ramifications are staggering. | am still in
my sin. | have no eternal hope. My life is patterned after a shifting, fleeting form of
morality. It leaves my life in a lurch. My family life is like some reality TV show. | would
be powerless to do anything about it. Living to please others puts them in the driver’s
seat of our lives. Who do you want in control of your life? God is the only one who has
proven Himself to be capable of guiding us.
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Todny’s [essons

AM e Grace & Mercy
P . e e ean Mercy & Power
Wien To Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS....iiiiiiiii i Corey Tackett
Song Leader....cccoviiiiiiiiiiici Sterling McDonald
Opening Prayer......cveciiiiiiic e e Bud Wolcott

Communion Leader......ccccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e,

ComMmMmUNION SEIVErS....cciuviiei e, Bud Wolcott
Stuart Laird

SEIMON. . e Corey Tackett

Closing Prayer.....ccceieiiiiiiiiiii e Davey Langham

Arnvovncemerts

- We are planning to put together Thanksgiving
Benevolence bags this year. If you would like to donate or
help please see Cindy.

- Oct 9t there will be a baby shower for Deacon Andrews
after second service.

- If you would like someone added to the prayer list please
let Corey know.

Sunday AM Wednesday PM
Sunday PM Contribution

Upeoming Everts: (NGEAR

You are welcome and wanted. We

October are glad you made the decision to
- 2" - Homecoming Sunday be with us.
- 9t - Deacon’s baby shower If you have any questions or needs,
- 26" - Trunk-or-Treat please reach out to any of our

_ h _ y
307 - Q&A Sermon members and we’ll be more than

happy to help you.
If you’re looking for a Church

home, we’d love the opportunity
to study with you and have
you join our
congregation’s
family.

Fiayor Requedle auiel Ypdiilee

Wiembers:

- Ed & Linda Bumstead
Gaylon & Gladys Williams
Fred Johnson

Tamily ave| Triends:

- Tony Wright Sandra quden
Kyle Tantillo
Tammy Wright

- Steve Martinka




