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Since it is Thanksgiving week, let me ask you, what are you truly thankful for? As
strange as it may seem, the answer you give is likely the very opposite of the answer
Paul would give. Read his words, then read them again, slowly. “Therefore | take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s
sake” (2 Cor. 12:10).

How can anyone take pleasure in infirmities? The word signifies the opposite of
strength, it signifies weakness and the inability to produce results. If this seems
strange, keep reading.

How can anyone take pleasure in reproaches? The word indicates insult, contempt, and
harsh treatment. So many of us can hardly go without words of encouragement from
others. If this seems strange that Paul would find pleasure in this, keep reading.

How can anyone take pleasure in needs? We are living in a time when the cost of what
we consider necessities is almost overwhelming. Paul took pleasure in those times when
the necessities of life were scarce. If this seems strange to you, keep reading.

How can anyone take pleasure in persecutions? Compare in the previous chapter his list
of all he had suffered and compare it to what we have to endure. Paul took pleasure in
those periods in his life where his enemies pushed so hard against him. If this seems
strange to you, keep reading.

How can anyone take pleasure in distresses? This word is best defined as being pressed
on every side so severely that it appears there is no escape. If this seems strange to
you that Paul would find pleasure in this, keep reading.

To understand Paul’s “Thanksgiving List,” read the rest of the verse. “For when | am
weak, then | am strong.” Pay special attention to the words “when” and “then,” for they
point to the same time. It is not that “after” | am weak and look back on a situation
that | became strong. At the time of his greatest weakness, he had his greatest
strength.

When life is easier and we have so many good things for which we can be thankful, we
can so easily forget how good circumstances can make us forget about living close to
God. However, when circumstances are not “pleasant,” we sense our need for God and
turn to Him. He is there, because when we draw near to Him, He draws near to us.
James says that such times when trials come, we should count it a/joy. He then gives
the reason, and it is the same one Paul gives. The results of such trials strengthen us
and bring us to spiritual maturity (James 1:4). It might be a good time to look at our
lists and see that the best times in our lives is when we are having trials!

“Set your mind o

things above, no
Nov.

earth.”

Coloeeine 2.2

Wiecting Times

Sunday Bible Class - 9:30

AM Worship - 10:30
PM Worship - 1:30
Wednesday Night Bible Class - 7:00
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Todny’s: [essons Upeoming: Evertss Visifors,

You are welcome and wanted. We

AM e The Reluctant Prophet November are glad you made the decision to
: - 23" - Thanksgiving Prayer be with us
P e The Rejected Service . _
If you have any questions or needs,
December please reach out to any of our

- 17t - Christmas Cookie

: = / . 2nd _ Kountze Parade members and we’ll be more than
M&m %D gw& happy to help you.

ANNOUNCEMENTES...uiniiiiieie e eeaennas Exchange If you’re looking for a Church

Yo gL T Y- Lo =Y home, we’d love the opportunity
Opening Prayer.....cveeeeiiiiiiieeeceieieeeeeeeeen, to study with you and have
Communion Leader......ccccveiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e you join our

CoOMMUNION SEIVETS.....ceuieeiieeieeeeneeeeeenaenn, congregation’s
family.

SEIMON. . e Corey Tackett
Closing Prayer....cc.coveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccveen

Annourcements ‘ Aoy or ’ il Upolnlee

- This Tuesday (22™) Lumberton will their annual
Thanksgiving service at 6:30 PM. Wiembers:
- Please submit your cookie recipes to Amber for the

. - Ed & Linda Bumstead
cookie cookbook.

Gaylon & Gladys Williams
Fred Johnson

Tamily ave| Triends:

- Tony Wright Sandra Golden

- Steve Martinka Tammy Wright
- Linda Hindrex Jordan Whatley

Sunday AM Wednesday PM
Sunday PM Contribution




