The Grace of God Recoguized oy Tie Giver”

Dot Tenkinte

There is an amazing truth found in Paul’s second letter to Corinth. The church there
was collecting funds for the needy saints in Judea, and Paul writes to them
encouraging them to be liberal. We often hear some of his words in our assemblies
before the collection is taken. “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7) What we may
have overlooked is what is said in the next verse. “And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound
for every good work.” Look at the words carefully—all grace, always, all sufficiency,
all things, every good work. The proper motivation is not to give in order to get, but
Paul affirms that God is able to bless those who do give so that they might have
more to give.

Think of Judas and his attitude toward the money entrusted to him by Jesus. He
verbalized a concern for the poor when the woman spent so much for the ointment
that she used to anoint Jesus. He was a thief and none of the apostles knew it! Now
contrast this with the attitude of the woman giving her two mites at the temple.
What a contrast between two drastically different hearts.

The reality is that God owns the world, and He does not have to rely on us to
support His work. He lets us give so that we can be reminded of the blessings He
gives. Now think about it. If the Lord “needed” funds, to whom does He give it so
that it might be given back to Him? There is no assurance that He would give it to
someone with a covetous heart like Judas. Consider this. If He “needed” funds, He
could rest assured that it would be given back to Him if he gave it to person whose
heart was like the heart of that widow.

The reality is that He is able to always give with all grace to ensure that there is all
sufficiency for every good work. Do not lose sight of this truth. God will always help
us do His work.

Does He not faithfully supply us with food and clothing? He does for the birds and
the lily of the valley. We are worth so much more that the birds and live so much
longer than flowers. Now add to this Jesus’ affirmation about what God will always
supply for His children. “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and
all these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:33).

Love the Lord. Love the kingdom. Love righteousness. That’s our part. Then, as we
give back to God that which He first gave to us, think of Paul’s words to the
Corinthians—all grace, always, all sufficiency and every good work. He will bless us
do His work!

KOUNTZE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“Set your mind on

things above, not

on things on the
earth.”

Coloeeine 2.2

29th

Jan.

Sunday Bible Class - 9:30 409.246.3872
kcofc@yahoo.com

AM Worship - 10:30 kountzechurchofchrist.com
1035 N Pine St

PM Worship -1:30 Kountze, TX 77625

: : 101.3 FM Radi
Wednesday Night Bible Class - 7:00 Kountze Church of Cﬁri;ct)



Upeoming Everts: (GE0RS

You are welcome and wanted. We

are glad you made the decision to
be with us.
If you have any questions or needs,
please reach out to any of our
members and we’ll be more than

happy to help you.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. .ot ii e i ineeeaaas
Song Leader......cooviiiiiiiiii e,
Opening Prayer......ccvceciiiiiiiiiie e,
Communion Leader......ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiieeice e,
COMMUNION SEIVEIS...ciiiiiieiiieiieiieieeeeneen

home, we’d love the opportunity
to study with you and have
you join our
congregation’s
family.

SEIMON. . e Corey Tackett
Closing Prayer....cc.coveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccveen

Arnvovncemerts

- Cozene Baker had a pacemaker put in this week. She is
back home and recovering.
- NEXT Sunday is our First Sunday Fellowship.
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Wiembers:

- Ed & Linda Bumstead

- There are pre-made meals in the freezer for you to take,
or give to someone in need.

- Please sign-up if you are interested in giving a devotional
on Wednesday night.
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Gaylon & Gladys Williams
Fred Johnson
Cozene Baker
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Sandra Golden
Tammy Wright
Jordan Whatley
Jaunita Hatton

Tony Wright
Steve Martinka
Linda Hindrex
Mary Ann Hatton



