Reliilionelnip of Soul & Werde of Song”

Dot Tenkinte

For the last several years | have tried to improve my worship in song by paying special
attention to the words of the songs. While the musical notes are important and
participating in four-part harmony singing is so rewarding, the focus in the Bible is on the
relationship of my soul and my words.

Singing is described as “...singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). It is not
that we are giving grace to Him, but we who have received His grace, sing with hearts filled
with grace to Him.

A picture of this attitude toward Jesus is shown in Revelation chapter five. It describes how
there is no creature in heaven or on earth worthy to open the book in God’s hand. Then, the
Lamb of God appears to take the sealed book and starts to open it.

At that moment the heaven of heavens is filled with anthems of praise to the Lord. The
twenty-four elders get off their thrones and bow down in worshiping the Lord. They have
bowls filled the prayers of His saints, and they ascend as incense to the Lamb. They begin
to sing, “You are worthy...”

But it doesn’t stop at this point. Suddenly a host of angels joins in singing the same song.
How many angels were there in this choir? “The number of them was ten thousand times
ten thousand and thousands of thousands” (5:12). The very words of the song they sing
are given. “Worthy is the Lamb to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and
honor and glory and blessings.”

But it doesn’t stop there. Immediately every creature in heaven and on the earth and under
the earth and under the sea, and all that is in heaven and earth become part of this chorus
of praise to the Lord. “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!”

But it doesn’t stop there. In 1930, Tillit S. Teddlie, a faithful brother in Christ and author of
over 100 songs, penned the words to a song we used to sing more often, Worthy Art Thou.
It captures the events of this heavenly scene in the first two verses. He then added these
words in the last verse. “Lord, may we come before Thee with singing, Filled with Thy Spirit,
wisdom and pow’r, May we ascribe Thee glory and honor, Worthy art Thou, Worthy art
Thou.”

It is not the musical notes that really matter. The early Christians may have sung this with
singing characterized by chanting. We sing it in four-part harmony. It is not the music.

Let me ask you, what is your favorite song? Is it your favorite because of the musical
arrangement or because of the spiritual depth and grace it creates in your heart as you sing
to the Lord? Think about this.
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Wiecting Times

Sunday Bible Class - 9:30

AM Worship - 10:30
PM Worship - 1:30
Wednesday Night Bible Class - 7:00
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You are welcome and wanted. We
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P e na e Singing
If you have any questions or needs,

please reach out to any of our

M&m %—0 gw& members and we’ll be more than

happy to help you.

ANNOUNCEMENTES...uiniiiiieie e eeaennas If you’re looking for a Church

Yo gL T =Y Lo =Y home, we’d love the opportunity
Opening Prayer.....cveeeeiiiiiiieeeceieieeeeeeeeen, to study with you and have
Communion Leader......ccccveiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e you join our

CoOMMUNION SEIVETS.....ceuieeiieeieeeeneeeeeenaenn, congregation’s
family.

SEIMON. . e Corey Tackett
Closing Prayer....cc.coveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccveen

Annourcements ‘ Aoy or ’ il Upolnlee

- TODAY is our First Sunday Fellowship! Please stay for
lunch and our afternoon singing. Wiembers:
- Please sign up to teach class our serve! Sign-up sheets _
- Ed & Linda Bumstead
are on the back table. Gaylon & Gladys Williams
- L2L song practice will be after first service, must Fred Johnson
Sundays, so please stay and support the kids. Cozene Baker

Tamily ave| Triends:

Tony Wright Sandra Golden
Steve Martinka Tammy Wright
Linda Hindrex Jordan Whatley
Mary Ann Hatton Jaunita Hatton

Sunday AM Wednesday PM
Sunday PM Contribution




